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SxfA  the  y&aA  1962 


Members  of  the  Council 
Year  1962 


Chairman :  Alderman  E.  T.  KINSEY  MORGAN,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman  :  R.  P.  L.  HUGHES,  C.C. 

Councillors : 

A  bbeycwmhir 

O.  P.  Davies  (Died  Feb.  1962)  F.  P.  Hamer 
A.  R.  Lewis  (Elected  May  1962) 

Cefnllys  Rural — J.  T.  L.  Price 

Llanbadarn  Fawr — I.  J.  Lewis,  R.  T.  Knill,  C.C. 

Llanfihangel  Helygen — A.  Thompson  (Died  Dec.  1962) 

Llansantffraedd  Cwmdauddwr 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  S.  Lewis,  C.B.,  O.B.E.,  V.  Lewis 
W.  Scott,  J.  D.  Williams 

Llanyre — S.  E.  Lloyd,  W.  A.  Probert 
Nantmel — R.  E.  P.  Jones,  A.  E.  Oakley,  I.  Thomas 
Rhayader — R.  P.  L.  Hughes,  C.C.,  G.  D.  Morgan,  C.C. 

St.  Harmon — D.  H.  Bound,  Aid.  E.  T.  Kinsey  Morgan,  J.P. 

Committees : 

Public  Health  and  Housing  :  All  members  of  the  Council 
Chairmen :  O.  P.  Davies  and  G.  D.  Morgan 

Finance  and  Rating :  All  members  of  the  Council 
Chairman  :  Maj.  Gen.  R.  S.  Lewis,  C.B.,  O.B.E. 

M  edical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JOHN  DAVIES,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.Sc. 

(Medical  Practitioner  and  Part-time  M.O.H.) 
Telephone :  Rhayader  31 

Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  H.  ROBERTS,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Certs.  S.I.E.J.B.  and  Meat  and  Foods  of  R.S.H.) 

Council  Offices  : 

Dolgerddon  Hall,  Rhayader.  Telephone  :  Rhayader  9 
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BRYNCOED 


RHAYADER, 

Radnor. 

‘28th  October,  1963 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Rhayader 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1962. 

Several  factors  exist  which  tend  to  mitigate  against  a  rural 
community  such  as  ours  engaging  all  the  welfare  services  on  an 
equal  basis  with  an  urban  community. 

Chief  among  these  are  sparsity  of  the  population  and  distances 
from  neighbouring  towns. 

The  former,  for  instance,  means  it  is  difficult  for  an  adequate 
number  of  home  helps  to  be  obtained  and  the  isolation  of  some  of 
the  cottages  adds  to  this  difficulty. 

We  have  as  yet  no  “Meals  on  Wheels”  service,  although  such 
a  service  is  proposed  in  the  ten  year  plan  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  county. 

A  distance  of  thirty  five  miles  separates  us  from  the  nearest 
large  hospital  and  this  brings  problems  of  travel  and  expenses  for 
those  who  visit  the  sick  there.  These  problems  have  been  accent¬ 
uated  by  the  closure  of  the  railway  and  depletion  of  the  bus 
services.  The  presence  of  an  ambulance  station  in  the  town,  which 
is  manned  satisfactorily  by  volunteer  members  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  cuts  down  considerably  the  delay  in  trans¬ 
ferring  patients  to  hospital  and  its  usefulness  has  been  proved 
time  and  again. 

The  simple  act  of  visiting  a  dentist  can  be  converted  into  a 
major  problem  of  transportation.  The  question  of  accommodation 
for  the  elderly  was  well  ventilated  during  the  year,  and  their 
strong  desire  to  be  housed  in  their  own  town  was  appreciated  both 
by  the  County  Council  and  by  this  Council.  Consequently  plans 
have  been  made  for  new  Part  III  accommodation  for  ten  people 
and  for  twelve  group  bungalows  to  be  situated  on  the  proposed 
new  housing  estate  in  Rhayader. 


The  difficulty  of  catering  for  the  elderly  is  accentuated  by  the 
departure  of  much  of  the  youth  from  the  district  in  search  of 
employment  elsewhere  and  this,  of  course,  is  part  of  a  much 
wider  depopulation  problem  of  the  Mid  Wales  area. 

A  large  section  of  the  district  received  electricity  and  its 
attendant  amenities  during  the  year.  This  has  been  a  major 
benefit. 

Our  aim  must  be  to  improve  on  the  services  available  to  the 
community.  We  have  the  additional  advantage  of  being  a  small 
interdependent  community  where  individual  members  show  great 
generosity  and  care  for  the  welfare  of  a  neighbour. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  and  all  members  of  the  Council  staff  for 
their  help  during  the  year.  I  am  especially  grateful  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  his  work  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  DAVIES. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


1961 

1962 

Area  of  District 

91,240  acres 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1962)  ... 

...  4,050 

4,060 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ; — 

In  Parishes 

Abbeycwmhir 

69 

71 

Cefnllys  Rural 

25 

26 

Llanbadarnfawr 

151 

152 

Llanfihangel  Helygen 

14 

14 

Llansantffraed  Cwmdauddwr 

164 

163 

Llanvre  (Rural  Ward) 

81 

80 

,,  (Village  Ward) 

129 

129 

Nantmel 

...  206 

204 

Rhayader 

346 

348 

St.  Harmon 

136 

136 

total  1,321 

1,323 

Total  includes  7  residential 

caravans 

Rateable  Value 

£85,135 

£85,373 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  .  . 

•  £348 

£350 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Rhayader  itself  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  upper  Wye  and  on 
the  edge  of  the  Cambrian  Mountains.  The  saturated  clouds 
coming  in  over  the  Irish  Sea  are  forced  to  rise,  and  in  cooling 
deposit  their  water  content.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  bulk  of  the 
district  lies  within  the  “rain  shadow”  area  of  the  range,  even  so 
the  district  receives  more  than  its  fair  share  of  rain  which  steadily 
decreases  from  West  to  East  over  the  district. 

Last  year’s  rainfall  with  the  monthly  totals  is  as  follows  : 


January 

6.89  ins. 

February 

4.39  ,, 

March 

.  1.72  ,, 

April 

. 5.61  ,, 

May 

.  3.87  ,, 

June 

1.06  ,, 

July . 

2.01  ,, 

August 

.  6.01  ,, 

September  ... 

. 6.27  ,, 

October 

.  2.20  „ 

November  ... 

.  2.94  ,, 

December  ... 

.  4.49  „ 

Total  47.46  ins 
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This  is  98%  of  the  long  average,  or  slightly  drier  than 

usual. 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  beginning  of  the  worst  snow¬ 
fall  for  some  years  when  the  first  fall  occurred  in  November. 

Agriculture  is  the  biggest  industry,  the  pattern  of  which  is 
dictated  by  the  annual  rainfall  and  height  above  sea  level.  Thus 
in  the  West  this  is  mainly  confined  to  sheep  rearing  giving  way  to 
more  cattle  in  the  Eastern  edge.  This  in  turn  has  side  effects  such 
as  depopulation  for  this  pattern  leads  to  a  declining  demand  for 
agricultural  workers. 

The  depopulation  has  not  been  arrested  and  has  fallen 
10%  in  the  past  twenty-five  years. 

In  the  same  time  the  number  of  persons  per  house  has 
fallen  from  3.5  to  3.07,  This  underlines  the  high  proportion  of 
elderly  people  in  the  area  and  the  drift  away  of  young  people. 

For  years  a  number  of  locals  have  found  employment  in 
nearby  capital  works.  In  post  war  years  these  have  been  the 
Claerwen  Dam  ;  local  capital  works  ;  increase  in  Birmingham  pipe 
track  and  the  Rheidol  Scheme  now  nearing  completion. 

The  present  time  sees  an  unsettled  period  before  these 
people,  in  the  end  of  one  project  and  the  start  of  another.  There 
is  intense  interest  in  the  proposed  new  reservoir  near  Llanidloes, 
which  could  mean  the  difference  between  affluence  and  unempley- 
ment  or  even  a  family  migration  to  the  Midlands  with  its 
consequent  fears  and  difficulties.  These  fears  were  worsened  by 
the  turn  of  the  year  with  the  closure  of  the  local  railway  line  and 
it  is  hoped  that  alternative  employment  can  quickly  be  found  to 
prevent  a  further  drift. 

There  seems  little  possibility  of  new  industries  sufficiently 
near  to  resolve  these  problems  and  perhaps  the  future  of  the  area 
lies  in  more  and  more  tourism.  The  Council’s  effort  to  expand 
this  industry  with  a  new  caravan  site  is  thus  to  be  applauded. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

The  district  is  served  by  a  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  a  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  and  a  Public  Health 
Inspector.  A  Rodent  Operative  is  shared  with  Knighton  Rural 
District  Council. 

Bacteriological  analyses  of  water  are  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Health  Service,  Shrewsbury,  and  chemical  analyses  by  the 
Public  Analyst,  Carmarthen. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  monthly  at  Rhayader  and 
Newbridge-on- Wye. 

There  are  hospital  outpatient  facilities  at  Llandrindod 
Wells,  Llanidloes,  Hereford,  Aberystwyth,  Shrewsbury  and  at 
hospitals  farther  afield. 

The  Nursing  Services  are  administered  by  the  Radnorshire 
County  Council.  At  present  there  are  four  nurses  resident  in  the 
district,  the  rest  of  the  area  is  covered  from  outside.  The  service 
has  been  augmented  by  the  appointment  of  a  Health  Visitor  who 
specialises  in  the  welfare  of  the  old  and  young. 

Ambulance  Services  are  provided  by  the  Local  St.  John’s 
Voluntary  Service.  This  arrangement  works  well  and  avoids  the 
inevitable  delays  which  would  arise  from  a  central  service  in  such 
a  sparsely  populated  area  where  distance  and  lack  of  local  know¬ 
ledge  might  prove  to  be  insuperable  obstacles. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Birth  and  Death  rates  are  taken  as  some  measure  of  the 
“healthiness”  or  otherwise  of  an  area.  As  these  could  be  affected 
by  the  proportion  of  aged  persons,  these  are  multiplied  by  so  called 
“  Comparability  Factors.  ”  Our  district,  with  its  drain  away  of 
young  people,  has  factors  of  1.43  for  births  and  0.84  for  deaths 
and  the  rates,  so  corrected,  are  shown. 


Live  Births 

1962 

1961 

Male — legitimate  29,  illegitimate  1 

30 

34 

Female —  ,,  26,  ,,  3  ... 

29 

36 

Total 

59 

70 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected) 

16.51 

21.95 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (approx.) 

17 

.4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births 

6.8% 

2-1% 

Still  Births 

Male— legitimate  1,  illegitimate  Nil 

1 

3 

Female  ,,  Nil,  ,,  Nil 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

16.63 

41.1 

Average  for  ten  years  ... 

29.18 

31.95 

Rate  for  Engiand  and  Wales  (approx.)  ...  18.7 
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Total  Live  and  Still-Births 

1962 

1961 

Male 

31 

37 

Female  ... 

29 

36 

Total 

60 

73 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year) 

Legitimate  -Male 

2 

2 

Legitimate — Female  ... 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

50.84 

42.8 

,.  ,,  ,,  England  &  Wales  (approx) 

21.4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

55.5 

42.8 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

Nil 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

33.88 

28.6: 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  (approx.)... 

15.6 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

33.88 

14.3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Still-births  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  ... 

50.0 

54.8 

England  and  Wales  (approx.) 

Maternal  Mortality 
Births  and  Deaths  Rates  Compared 


32.9 

Nil 


Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

England  and 

Total 

(Corrected) 

Wales  (approx) 

Births  1962 

59 

16.51 

17.4 

1961  . 

70 

21.95 

— 

Average  over  5  years 

61.8 

18.57 

— 

Deaths  1962 

59 

16.41 

12.0 

1961  . 

54 

11.7 

— 

Average  over  5  years 

53 

12.18 

— 

Causes  of  Death 

Male  Female 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

...  .  .  . 

1 

Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach 

3  2 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

,,  ,,  breast 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
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Diabetes  .. 

Male 

remale 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

2 

11 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

.  5 

4 

Hvpertension  with  heart  disease 

.  1 

— 

Other  heart  disease 

.  2 

5 

Other  circulatory  disease 

.  1 

4 

Pneumonia 

.  3 

— 

Bronchitis 

.  2 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

.  1 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

...  — 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

.  3 

1 

Suicide 

..  — 

1 

27 

Total 

32 

59 

As  in  other  years,  the  incidence  of  cardio  vascular  disease 
continues  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  death. 


Infectious  Diseases 

There  were  no  epidemics  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year 
and  figures  of  notifications  are  as  follows  :  — 

Acute  Encephalitis  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

It  is  still  a  matter  of  great  concern  to  have  a  family  of  typhoid 
carriers  in  the  district.  These  live  in  an  isolated  spot,  and  visits 
are  made  at  intervals  to  stress  the  importance  of  personal  hygiene 


Tuberculosis 

No.  of  cases  on  Register 

M  le 

Female 

Pulmonary 

...  6 

6 

Non-Pulmonary 

...  3 

3 

Total 

9 

9 

1961  Total 

New  cases  in  the  year  were  : 

Pulmonary  3,  Non-Pulmonary  2 

10 

9 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  —Section  47 

This  section  of  the  Act  gives  power  to  remove  persons  who 
are  in  need  of  care  and  attention  to  institutions. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 
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Immunisation  and  Vaccination 


Records  of  the  number  of  people  immunised  are  not 
available,  but  this  work  is  undertaken  by  the  general  practitioners. 

The  epidemic  of  small  pox  in  South  Wales  led  to  a  demand 
for  vaccination  and  this  was  met  by  the  patients’  own  doctors. 


Public  Health  Inspections  etc. 

An  approximate  summary  of  visits  made  for  various  aspects 
of  public  health  is  as  follows  :  — 


Housing : — 

Allocation  of  Council  Houses 
Slum  Clearance,  survey,  etc. 

Old  People’s  Welfare,  etc.  ... 
Improvements-  Hill  Farming  Schemes 
— Housing  Acts 
Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Sewer  Connections  ... 

Drainage 
Sanitary  defects 
Refuse  Collection,  etc. 

Nuisances — Animals... 

Insects 

Rats  and  Mice  ... 

Other  causes 
Infectious  diseases  ... 

Camping 

Caravans 

Water  Supplies — public  ... 

—private  . 

Factories  , 

Petroleum  Regulations  ' 

Swimming  Pools  ... 

Food  Inspections:  — 

Slaughterhouse 
Butchers 
Bakehouses  ... 

Grocers 

Public  Houses,  Hotels 
Cafes  ... 

Miscellaneous  visits 
Samples  of  water  .. 


77 

52 

16 

40 

180 


5 

22 

53 

3 
7 
7 

13 

4 

5 

35 

35 

92 

41 


4 


261 

18 

2 

3 

22 

25 

49 

34 


1,123 

No  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  54 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Housing 

The  position  concerning  housing  conditions  is  never  static 
and  since  the  1959  report  it  could  be  approximately  summed  up 
as  follows : — 


Parish  Grades  Total 

12  3  4  5 


Abbeycwmhir 

1959 

1962 

13 

24 

3 

2 

28 

24 

22 

20 

7 

2 

73 

72 

Cefnllys  Rural 

1959 

4 

1 

8 

7 

7 

27 

1962 

8 

— 

7 

8 

3 

26 

Llanbadarnfawr 

1959 

58 

2 

51 

25 

20 

156 

1962 

62 

3 

47 

28 

14 

154 

Llanfihangel  Helygen 

1959 

2 

— 

8 

4 

1 

15 

1962 

2 

— 

8 

4 

— 

14 

Llans’ffraed  Cwmdauddwr 
1959 

86 

1 

46 

27 

21 

181 

1962 

94 

1 

38 

32 

8 

173 

Llanyre 

1959 

77 

4 

85 

44 

8 

218 

1962 

92 

6 

74 

43 

215 

Nantmel 

1959 

43 

10 

86 

51 

30 

220 

1962 

56 

.6 

84 

50 

10 

206 

Rhayader 

1959 

189 

10 

68 

40 

35 

342 

1962 

217 

5 

71 

27 

28 

348 

St.  Harmon 

1959 

27 

1 

71 

36 

8 

143 

1962 

39 

2 

62 

36 

4 

143 

Totals 

1959 

499 

32 

451 

256 

137 

1,375 

1962 

594 

25 

415 

248 

69 

1,351 

Percentages 

1959 

36% 

2% 

33% 

19% 

10% 

1962 

44% 

2% 

31% 

13% 

5% 

From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  there  has  been  some 
worthwhile  progress  in  housing  conditions  since  1959. 


1.  Starting  with  the  better  class  houses,  the  improvement 
is  from  36%  to  44%  or  almost  half  of  the  total.  As  there  has 
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been  very  little  new  building,  this  can  be  attributed  to  inducement 
held  out  by  the  various  grant  schemes. 

In  this  area  we  are  fortunate  in  that  almost  all  farms 
qualify  for  aid  from  Hill  Farming  Schemes.  An  approximate 
estimate  of  the  number  of  farm  houses  rebuilt  or  improved  in  this 
way  is  67  or  16%  of  the  total  number  of  farms.  Many  more  farms 
have  received  partial  assistance  from  these  schemes. 

Discretionary  grants  approved  by  the  Council,  since  their 
inception  to  the  end  of  1962,  total  60,  the  grant  costs  amounting 
to  some  £15,926. 

The  newer  standard  grant  scheme  has  been  reasonably  well 
received  and  so  far  totals  44  houses  at  a  grand  total  of  £5,725. 

Several  problems  have  come  to  light  in  the  working  of 
these  schemes.  They  are  (a)  the  extra  cost  of  drainage  in  rural 
areas  and  (b)  the  general  increase  in  building  costs. 

(a)  The  high  cost  of  drainage  in  rural  areas  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  some  kind  of  disposal  plant  is  a  necessity.  The  shallow 
depth  of  soil  and  scattered  nature  of  the  area  make  cesspits  and 
their  emptying  an  unattractive  proposition  and  trie  alternative  is 
a  disposal  plant.  In  order  to  secure  uniformity  and  cut  costs,  a 
standard  design  of  small  tank  was  drawn  up  many  years  ago. 
This  was  welcomed  by  local  contractors  and  was  also  adopted  in 
neighbouring  authorities.  This  has  kept  costs  down  somewhat  but 
the  average  cost  is  still  around  £100  -  £120  per  plant,  and  is  a 
large  slice  out  of  the  grant, 

This  matter  has  been  taken  up  on  a  national  level  but  the 
position  is  unaltered  except  that  it  is  now  agreed  that  in  standard 
grant  schemes  these  costs  can  be  added  to  the  total.  However, 
since  the  grants  are  invariably  over  £310  this  is  of  academic 
interest  only.  The  alternative  of  advising  applicants  to  apply  for 
the  larger  grant  is  impractical  since  no  one  would  apply  for  a 
standard  grant  if  they  could  afford  to  improve  with  a  discretionary 
grant. 

(b)  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  building  costs  have  in¬ 
creased,  in  fact  if  1955  is  taken  as  zero  the  rise  in  overall  costs 
has  risen  to  plus  36%  but  the  maximum  grant  has  remained  the 
same  since  long  before  this.  In  1956  the  average  grant  paid  here 
was  £221  on  an  average  cost  of  £448.  The  last  four  grants  received 
by  this  Council  have  involved  total  costs  of  £1,300,  £1,795,  £1,650 
and  £1,195  respectively. 

2.  At  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  due  to  closure  and 
abandonment,  the  number  of  Category  5  houses  has  fallen  from 
10%  to  5%  of  the  total.  There  is  no  room  for  complacency, 


however,  for  this  5%  represents  69  houses  and  the  saddening 
thing  about  this  is  that,  in  the  main,  these  are  occupied  by  old 
people  in  the  twilight  of  their  lives,  when  warmth,  dryness, 
convenience  and  comfort  should  be  at  a  premium. 

The  housing  schemes  proposed  by  the  Council  for  the 
immediate  future  could  go  a  long  way  to  eliminating  all  slum 
houses  if  bad  areas  are  cleared  at  the  same  time. 

Sewerage 

The  following  list  details  the  present  position  of  drainage 
and  W.C.’s,  in  the  district. 


Parish 

1  2 

3 

4 

5 

Abbeycwmhir 

— 

22 

50 

72 

— 

Cefnllvs  Rural 

— 

8 

18 

26 

— 

Llanbadarnfawr 

54 

38 

62 

154 

18  new  houses 

Llanhhangel  Helygen 

— 

2 

12 

14 

— 

Llans’tffraed  Cwmdauddwr 

92 

35 

46 

173 

— 

Llanyre 

124 

35 

56 

215 

24  plus  14  new 

Nantmel 

5 

64 

137 

206 

— 

Rhayader  ... 

339 

3 

6 

348 

6  plus  34  new 

St.  Harmon 

1 

36 

106 

143 

13  plus  6  new 

Totals 

615  243 
46%  18% 

493 

36% 

1351 

115 

8.5% 

Col.  1  is  the  number  of  houses  with  W.C’s  to  main  sewer 

Col.  2  is  the  number  of  houses  with  W.C’s  to  private  disposal 
plants — almost  entirely  to  the  Council’s  “standard  design” 

Col.  3  includes  pails,  middens  and  closets  over  brooks  and 

streams  etc. 


Col.  4  are  the  totals 

Col.  5  the  number  of  existing  and  proposed  new  houses  likely  to 
be  sewered  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

There  are  modern  Council  plants  at  Rhayader,  Crossgates 
and  Newbridge-on-Wye.  It  is  hoped  that  the  coming  year  will  see 
schemes  in  progress  at  Pantydwr  and  Llanyre.  There  are  small 
plants  for  the  Council  Houses  at  Dolau,  Seven  Stars  and 
Brvnicholas. 
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Applications  for  Council  Houses 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  in  each 
parish,  with  the  houses  proposed  for  the  near  future  is  as  follows  : 


Applications 

3  Bedroom  Old  People’s  Houses 
7Jarish  Houses  Houses  Proposed 


Abbeycwmhir 

Cefnllys  Rural 

— 

Llanbadarnfawr 

14 

14 

18 

Llanfihangel  Helygen 
Llans’ffraed  Cwmd’ddwr  , 
Rhayader  ’ 

15 

14 

34 

Llanyre 

16 

6 

— 

Nantmel 

3 

1 

— 

St.  Harmon  * 

1 

_ 

8 

49  |  35 

84 

60 

*  Four  houses  are  for  housing  forestry  houses 

In  an  area  where  there  is  a  large  number  of  old  people  it 
is  inevitable  that  a  lot  of  applicants  should  be  old  couples  whose 
needs  are  best  met  by  bungalows.  The  Council  already  have  four 
single  bedroomed  houses  in  Llanyre  and  these  are  in  great  demand. 
Unfortunately  many  old  couples  are  unwilling  to  apply  for  this 
type  because  they  fear  that  in  times  of  sickness  one  bedroom  is  a 
severe  disadvantage.  Moreover,  if  the  couple  have  children  living 
away,  as  the  majority  have,  they  feel  cut  off  from  the  children  if 
they  have  no  room  to  offer  at  holidays  etc.  The  need  could  be 
met  by  an  extra  small  room  and  would  allay  this  very  real  fear. 

Rodent  Control 

A  rodent  operative  is  shared  with  Knighton  Rural  District 
Council  and  works  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  each  area,  but  payment  of  wages  etc.  is  made 
through  the  Rhayader  office.  Poisons  are  all  stored  and  mixed  in 
the  Rhayader  office  also. 

The  operative  works  part-time  April  to  September  on  the 
basis  of  one  week  on  duty  and  one  week  off,  October  to  March  he 
has  alternate  weeks  in  each  district. 

For  the  record  of  treatment  which  follows  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  bulk  of  the  work  is  needed  on  farms.  A  feature  of  the 
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infestations  is  that  there  is  always  a  number  of  heavy  infestations 
in  the  Autumn  when  rats  migrate  from  open  country  and  grain 
fields  seeking  shelter  for  the  Winter. 


Council 

Property 

Type 

Dwelling 

Houses 

of  Prop 

Business 

erty 

Farms 

Total 

Requests  for  treat- 

ment 

1 

5 

1 

6 

13 

Properties  survey’d 

9 

71 

28 

217 

325 

No.  of  infections  of 

Rats 

3 

4 

4 

16 

27 

Mice 

— 

7 

3 

4 

14 

Total  Treatments  & 

re-treatments 

5 

13 

8 

29 

55 

Meat  Inspection 

The  slaughterhouse  reverted  to  private  use  in  March,  19(12, 
killings  were  very  low  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  but  picked  up 
later  on.  This  was  due  mainly  to  killings  by  a  non-local  butcher 
and  this  was  only  a  temporary  arrangement. 


No.  killed 

No.  inspected 

Cattle 
not  Cows 

17 

17 

Cows  Calves 

l  — 

l  — 

Sheep 

516 

516 

Pigs 

29 

29 

Condemnations 

All  Diseases  except  T.B. 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

— 

—  — 

5 

1 

Part  carcases 

11 

l  — 

85 

5 

%  affected 

65% 

100% 

17% 

20% 

T.B.  only 

Whole  carcases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Part  carcases 

— 

—  — 

— 

2 

%  affected 

— 

— 

— 

6% 

One  beast’s  carcase  was  sent  for  cold  storage  as  being 
affected  with  cysticercosis. 

This  was  the  fifth  consecutive  year  without  tuberculosis  in 
cattle,  two  pigs  heads  were  however  affected,  probably  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  avian  origin. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  approximately  6501bs. 
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Other  Foods 

The  numbers  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  district 

are  :  — 


Grocers 

. 32 

Butchers 

5 

Public  Houses 

.  22 

Bakehouses  ... 

.  4 

Hotels 

.  20 

Cafes,  restaurants  ... 

6 

School  canteens 

11 

Total  107 

No  lectures  were  given  on  food  hygiene,  but  literature  and 
posters  were  distributed  to  food  traders  for  display. 

Water  Supplies 

All  water  undertakings  are  owned  by  the  Council  and  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 

There  are  eleven  separate  works,  seven  of  which  are  treated 
with  chlorine  before  distribution.  All  the  supplies  are  plumbo 
solvent  but  little  or  no  lead  pipes  are  used, nearly  all  services 
being  in  copper  and  recently  in  alkathene. 


The  results  of  the  86 
the  year  are  as  follows  :  — 

bacteriological  samples  taken  during 

SUPPLY  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  Remarks 

Abbeycwmhir  3 

2 

Partially  treated,  inadequate 

Bwlchysarnau  4 

Crossgates,  Fron, 

3 

Untreated 

Gwystre  etc.  13 

1 

Birmingham  supply 

Gaufron  4 

2 

Untreated,  inadequate 

Llanyre  (source)  1 

3 

Untreated 

(mains)  4 

4 

Treated 

Nantmel  5 

4 

Untreated,  inadequate 

Newbridge-on-Wye  5 

4 

Partially  treated,  inadequate 

Pantydwr  (source)  — 

1 

Untreated 

(mains)  7 

— 

Fully  treated 

Rhayader  (Conyn) 

2 

Before  treatment 

(mains)  8 

— 

After  treatment 

St.  Heliers  6 

— 

Llandrindod  U.D.C.  supply 

60 

26 

15 


The  Council  are  by  no  means  satisfied  with  their  water 
supplies  and  distribution,  and  plans  are  suggested  for  a  new  supply 
for  Newbridge  and  Llanyre,  Gaufron  and  Nantmel  with  extensions 
at  Crossgates  and  improvements  for  Rhayader. 


As  there  have  been  no  major  changes  in  distribution  during 
the  year,  the  number  of  houses  supplied  will  be  affected  only  by 
private  improvements  and  the  approximate  figures  are  as  below : 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 

Public 

Piped 

Mains 

St’dpipes 

Private  Sources 

Piped  VtCarried 

Abbeycwmhir 

72 

20 

33 

19 

Cefnllys  Rural 

26 

— 

— 

14 

12 

Llanbadarnfawr 

1 54 

101 

4 

25 

24 

Llanfihangel  Helygen 

14 

8 

— 

2 

4 

Llans’tffraed  Cwmdauddwr 

173 

93 

8 

44 

28 

Llanyre 

215 

160 

4 

32 

19 

Nantmel 

206 

67 

3 

64 

72 

Rhayader  ... 

348 

313 

35 

— 

— 

St.  Harmon 

M3 

50 

1 

52 

40 

Total 

1,351 

812 

55 

266 

218 

Percentages  60%  4%  20%  16% 

*  Includes  hand  pumped  supplies 

Refuse  Collection 

Collection  is  made  as  follows:  — 

Rhayader,  Cwmdauddwr  &  Elan  Valley— twice  weekly 

Newbridge-on-Wye,  Doldowlod,  Llanyre,  Crossgates, 
Penybont  and  Nantmel — weekly 

St.  Harmon,  Pantydwr,  Nantmel,  Bwlchysarnau,  Abbey- 
cwmhir,  Llangurig  Road  and  Tylwch — fortnightly 

Public  Cemetery 

Of  the  59  deaths  in  the  year,  14  were  buried  in  the 
Council’s  public  cemetery. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  Council  have  public  conveniences  at  Rhayader,  Cwm¬ 
dauddwr  and  the  Cemetery,  whilst  the  Birmingham  Corporation 
have  three  conveniences  in  the  area  of  the  lakes. 

Public  Swimming  Pools 

The  swimming  pool  for  infants  was  in  use  during  the  year. 
The  improvised  chlorination  plant  seemed  to  be  successful  and 
with  more  experience  should  prove  satisfactory. 


Factories 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(i) 

on 

Register 

CO 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  & 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  (i)  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

23 

15 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

24 

16 

— 

— 

17 


Particulars 

Number  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  ca«e3 
in  which 

ft) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

<3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

__  ' 

_ 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

1 

Total 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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